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~converted a sect. into-a nation, and. alicnated Egypt. from their religion and
overnment. The Saracens were received as the deliverers of the Jacobite
church; and a secret and.effectual treaty was opened during the siege of
‘Memphis between a victorious atmy and a people of - siaves “A’ricH and
-hoble Egyptian, of the name. of Mokawkas, had dissembled his faith to
obtain the stratlen of his province: in the disorders of the P Persian ‘'war’
he aspired to_in dependence; the, embass of Mahomiet ranked him among
princes; but-he declined; with ric glﬂs and-ambiguous: compliments; ‘the
proposal.of ‘a_new reli 10n. The abuse of his, trust ] ose him ‘tg_the
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submit to.pay fribute and obedience to his temporal successors "
was ascertained at two pxeces oic"%gid for the head of every Christian,
men, monks; women, and children, of both- ‘Sexes, under sixt e years-of
age, were exempted from this. persenal assessment: the. Copts abeve ;and
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entertamment of three days fo every Mussulman ‘who should trav __&ough

, .-By this charter of _security, the ecclesiastical ‘and civil tyran
] destroyed: the anathemas of St. Cyril
from every puifglt, and the sacred -edifices, wi
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without moderation the moment ef triy nge..
summons of Amrou, their patriarch Benj: amm (a3}
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Arabes; de trahison et presque
nation popererent:a.

: "Durmg the relgn ‘of Umar, the second cahph of ‘the Ara
armies_under .th Ieadershlp of Amr ibn al-As invaded and c ng
t-in 639: AD- Egypt ‘Was then a-province-of the Byzantine, emp
by a overnor res1dmg lexandria, the capital c1ty-.
nhabltants of yg who were Mono?hysxte Christians kn ;
differed- from e Melkite' Christian Byzantines, who
monophysitical sects as hereticai and . treatéd. them - accordingly:
dlfference stemmed from 1sagreemem ‘over the nature of Christ.
%ts believed in hjs dwme nature, while the Byzantines believed he
human and -divine. consequence the "Egyptians suffered
rei lous discrimination. and persecution-at the hands. of. their: rulers,
‘non to havmg to’ put up W1th a heavy burden of taxatlon to defray th
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in the land of the Nile, The Copts viewed without regret- the departure of
their persecutors: their Pamarch Benjamin, Who for thirteen years had been
hiding in remote convents om the nn]ferxal police, . was-welcomed. g

in Aiexandrla and assured that-his people would in ?uture enjoy full religious
liberty, and when in 645 the Byzantines landed an_ army. in’the Delta ancl
tned to reconquer the country the natlve Chr;staans act:vely' jo
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expenses incurred through constant ‘warfare between the Byzantmes and
their major rivals, the Sassanian empire. In brief, the population of Egypt
resented_ the Byzaratlne domination._of their country,; and the burden:of
heresy ‘that-was laid upon ‘them; they“also resented the "heavy taxation
imposed upon them. Alienation of the population from their rulers was the
hallmark’ of that.period; as it-was to be duting successive periods due to'|
dlfferences in language, rehglon or_ethnicity. between .rulers and. ruled.
‘Such alienation maty ‘not~have maftéred much to the population when
government was efficient and administration. Just but it was to become ;

more important during perieds.of misru xploitation. .
. The Arab armies, numbering abo 1ght housand horsemen, Egypt
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p Ty tribute. and -the prisoners’ were - reieas for.th :"cahph- Umar, said,

nbute is better than boo ;atlasts longer The Egyptiaus were offered a
choice between adoptm Tslam as their rehglon or Tetaining their religion
and paying a poll tax.” When they opted for e latter, an agreement was
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Arabxc and the St“d}' of Arabzc hterature and hxstorY It drew

its inspiration from the memory of the past glory and cul-
tural achievements of the Arabic-speaking people of me-

The fact that this whole Nort' A can' ’olock' _was the_ﬁrst_.::
:_Mt}slem world and .

to be detached from the rest of 1 :
brought wv!:hm the sphere of Westem influence, together

with the fact that its geographzc posxt;on was penpheral to
the Iands of Islam-—rather than central——denahonalized it fo.

a Iarge extcnt and made 1t follow a course of its own. The

dleval tnnes The’"backward Ioolc saggested a forward Ioolc _
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heart and center of Arab:sm and Islam has always been in ..
Waestern Asia and Egypt.

The second essay at a modern Arab empzre was made by
King Husayn of Mecca, who took advantage of the first

World War to break with his Turkish suzerains. He incited

other Arabs to rise with him and dreamed of a revived cal-
iphate centering in Mecca with himself at its head. In the
early "twenties, this “king of the Arabs”—after proclaiming
himself “caliph of the Moslems™ and after seeing his son
Faysal installed first on the Syrian throne and later on the
Iraqi throne, and his other son Abdullah over Transjordan—
appeared to- be more successful in his attempts than his
Egyptian precursor. Later developments, however, showed
they were equally premature. A French mandate was estab-
lished over Lebanon and Syria, and a British one over Pales-
tine—with its adjunct Transjordan—and Iragq.

The first World War brought about the freeing from
Turkish rule of the Arab Crescent, extending from Sinai to
the head of the Persian Gulf, and the main portions of the
Arabian quadrilateral to its south. The second World War
may result in the federation of at least some of these coun-
tries into 2 loose union in which each member would main-
tain its autonomous status. At the time of this writing cable
dispatches report that the Egyptian government is issuing
invitations to the neighboring Arab countries to a federation
congress in Cairo. Such federation, if effected, would no
doubt be conducive to stability and peace in that part of the
world. A federation would also be easier than small separate
units to relate to the new world order which we hope will

-emerge from the'war. The Arab, who in the past has greatly




nson_s sent f_rom Coﬁstantmople the cxty before whose'Walls |
hadstood ‘on four “historic_occasions threatenmg Arab':
armies from Damascus and Baghdad The Ixmehght now_'

shone on the c1ty on the Bosphorus

'Besides Arabs the empire of the suitan cahphs embraced'
a heterogeneous mass of alien natlonahsts religious group- .

ings and linguistic units held together by the sword. The
subjugated peoples shared in a common fate of excessive

9313

taxation and oppressive rule. No wonder if under such con-
ditions no creativework in art, science or ltterature was
produced by Arabic-speaking peoples.

‘By the time the Ottoman Turks were firmly established -
in their empire, the Arab woﬂd once extending from Persia

" to Spain, had contracted into ‘its present dimensions. The

Persian *‘nationality - and" language’ reasserted  themselves.’
Spain was lost. Northern Africa, Egypt, the Arabian penin-
sula and the Fertile Cresceni:—one contiguous territory from
the ‘Atlantic ‘to “the ' Persian ' Gulf—retained ‘their’ Arabic
speech and Islamic character, as they do'at the present time.
~Of these lands Egypt was the first to feel stirrings of a néw
life; the modern life of natlonahsm and secularization. T‘he i
earliest impulse came as a result of the Napoleomc invasion
in the closing years of the elghteenth century. Vital contact
was thereby established and maintained w1th the Western
world. Missionaries—teachers, preachers and’ physmxans
Protestant ‘and Catholic;" British, French and Amencan— ,
tourists, archeologlsts ‘traders and other representatxves of'___:
Eumpean institutions and agencxes flocked to the eastern
shores of the Mediterranean in increasing numbers. Syrians, "
more particularly’ progressive ‘Christian Lebanese ‘patron-
ized European and American schools; many ‘of them trav-
eled or migrated into the West. Soon Lebanon and’ Syria.
outstripped Egypt in the race for modernization or West-
ernization. The process involved the adoption and adapta-
tion of European and American 1deas—-economnc pohtlcal
social and above all pationalistic. © = - B
The process culminated in the birth of the Arab national
movement in thé ’seventies of the last century. The: move—_'
ment had'its begmmngs in an mtellectual revival of class:cal
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sultan -or not, the fact remains that the Turkish ruler in
Constantinople gradually absorbed the. caliphal privileges
and ultimately the title -itself. Although some of Salim’s
successors styled themselves caliphs and were so addressed,
their use of | the title was only comphmentary and unrecog-
nized: outside their own territories. The first known diplo-
matic:document which applies the term caliph to the Otto-
man sultan and recognizes his religious authority over: Mos-
lems outside of Turkey is the Russo-Turkish treaty of 1774.
The: suitanacahph of -Constantinople became the most
powerful potentate in Islam, an heir not only to the caliphs.
of Baghdad but also to the emperors of Byzantium: With
the dcstructlon of Mamluk power and the establishment of
the Turlcs ‘on the Bosphorus the focus of Islamze power.
shifted ‘westward.’ The center of world civilization- had
moved to the West. The dlscovery of Amerzca and of the
Cape of Good Hope had opened .2 new era. The. hxstoryé_:
of the Arab cahphate and’ the Moslem dynast;es that arose.
in medieval times on the ruins of the Arab empire came to
an end The Ottoman dommatxon of the Arab world begin







5?06-_.,. _ : N
amluk sc:hooi of archltecture

and Pharaom _days, Th
ro-Meso

receive